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Claims, Numbers 
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1/1 as originally filed 
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□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. » 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT 
ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No 
PCT/NL2004/000038 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 



The following documents are referred to in this communication- 
D1 : US 4 500 275 A (RUHL EDWARD A) 19 February 1985 (1985-02-19) 
D2 : DE 1 96 27 1 76 A (GRABKE WOLFGANG) 8 January 1 998 (1 998-01 -08) 
D3 : EP 0 549 928 A (HOFMANN KONRAD) 7 July 1993 (1993-07-07) 



2.1 Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art 
for independent claim 1 , discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this ' 
document): 

a mould holder comprising an accommodation for receiving a mold part (6,7) 
and a fixing for fixing to an injection moulding machine whereby said mould 
holder comprises two end face parts (2,3,4,5) located opposite one another 
and spacers (24,25), wherein said accommodation is delimited between said 
en parts and said spacers and wherein there are first prestressing means to 
pull said end face parts towards another with prestressing (cf. D1, column 4 
lines 31-35) 

From this, the subject-matter of independent claim 1 differs in that: 
said spacers are arranged between the two end face parts. 



2.1.1 



The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore novel (Article 33(2) PCT) 



as: 



The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded _ 

to provide a mold holder that has a structure that is not too bulky, can be 
handled relatively easily can accommodate the mould part with small 
tolerance (cf . page 1 , last line, page 2, line 2). 



2.1.2 



The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following 
reasons^ 

the suggested solution is neither known nor suggested by any of the prior art 
documents as being mentioned in the search report. 

2. 1 .3 Claims 2-8 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the 
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requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 



2.2 Document D2, which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
for the independent claims 9 and 1 0 discloses all features of said independent 



The subject-matter of claims 9 and 10 is therefore not novel (Article 33(2) PCT) 
3. The following is noted too: 

(a) Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the documents D1 and D2 is not mentioned in the description, nor are 
these documents identified therein. 

(b) Although claim 1 is drafted in the two-part form, some features are incorrectly 
placed in the characterising portion, as they are disclosed in document D1 in 
combination with the features placed in the preamble (Rule 6.3(b) PCT) (cf.2.1 
paragraph of this communication). 

(c) According to the requirements of Rule 1 0.2 PCT, the terminology and the signs 
shall be consistent throughout the application. This requirement is not met in view 
of the use of the expressions "end face parts" (cf. claim 1), "mould holder parts" 
(cf. claim 9), mold parts (cf. claim 10) for apparently the same feature. 

(d) The features of the claims 9 and 1 0 are not provided with reference signs placed 
in parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 
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